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the problems of the individual, especially of the men and
women of a new type who had grown up amid the new
conditions of Sowet life Later films dealt with historical
figures in Russia's past, showing them as live flesh-and~
blood persons who had contributed in their own wav and
in their o^n time to the progress of the Russian people
These films paid attention to reproducing both the atmo-
sphere and the detail of the period, with a care and truthful-
ness that Hollywood, with its lavish costume-displays,
scarceh ever achieves and seldom attempts Towards the
later part of the 1930'$ a number ot Soviet films of out-
standing excellence began to receive applause both inside
and outside USSR Three of the most notable of these
recent films about historical figures have been Peter the
Great, Eisenstem's Alexander Nevsky (which won a Stalin
Prize) and Pudovkm's General Suvorov
But humour and music are not neglected in the Soviet
cinema     An early humorous film that in parts was quite
as funirv as an> Marx Brothers was called Jazz Comedy
This included, incidentally, some verj good popular tunes,
and  was   directed  by Alexandrov,   who   previously  had
worked   with    Eisenstem     Recently   English   cinemas
(though only a few of them) have been showing some first-
class Soviet musical comedies, like The Rich Ende^ a film
rich   in   humour,   characterisation   and   rhythm,   about
harvest-time on a collective farm in the south, with some
very good songs by Dunayevsky; Musical Story, about a
Leningrad taxi-driver who becomes an opera singer, and
The Bright Path,, a modern Cinderella-story about a peasant-
girl who becomes a Stafehanovite weaver and a famous
person     The  Soviet  film-studios  have  also  turned  out
many educational films   for example, films about science
and a notable film for children based on Swift's "story of
Gulliver,  called New  Gulliver, by Ptushko, which was
made with a child-actor together with puppets     Since the
war Soviet cameramen have put on uniform and have gone
with the Red Army right into the front-line to photograph
the battle itself, many of them being killed in doing so*